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Um verkefnid

| nugildandi adalnamskra framhaldsskéla er skyrari dhersla & nemendaahrif og lydradismenntun en i fyrri
namskram. Hefdbundin valdakerfi innan framhaldsskélans virdast po stydja takmarkad vid aukin nemendaahrif
i daglegu starfi. Sum pessara kerfa hafa skyr tengsl vid hefdbundna virdingarrod namsgreina, sem endurspeglar
jafnframt stigveldi peirra. Rannsokn pessi gefur innsyn i viohorf nemenda og kennara og margslungin einkenni
nemendaahrifa i islenskum framhaldsskélum. Leitad var til kenninga Bernsteins um félagsfraedi menntunar til
ad greina og lysa kennsluhattum i tengslum vid ahrif nemenda og valdastodu.

Rannsoknin varpar ljési a nemendaahrif ut fra élikum sjonarhornum og adferdum, med greiningu a gégnum ur
fjorum sjalfstaedum gagnasettum ur premur rannsdknarverkefnum. Gognin eru vidtol vid nemendur og
kennara i rannsékn a starfshattum i niu framhaldsskolum og tvaer sjalfstaedar tilviksathuganir par sem notadar
voru annars vegar etnografiskar adferdir og hins vegar viotol vid nemendur.

Nidurstodur rannsdknarinnar benda til pess ad nemendur hafi upplifad formlegar leidir til ahrifa sem
gagnslausar. Af peim sokum voru tekifaeri nemenda til ad taka patt i akvordunum i skélastarfinu
tilviljanakenndar og byggdar a einstaklingsframtaki peirra. Jafnframt endurspegludu dlik taekifaeri nemenda til
ahrifa stigveldi brauta og namsgreina, par sem staerdfraedi a natturufraedibrautum var efst i stigveldinu. Stifur
rammi um staerdfreedi @ natturufraedibrautum, sérstaklega i rétgréonum boknamsskolum, olli pvi ad greinin
gegndi hlutverki hlidvardar pegar kom ad frekara namsvali nemenda. Nidurstodur syna einnig deemi um
hvernig nemendaahrif geta verid ogn vid sett namsmarkmid. Fram kemur ad ahrif nemenda séu margslungin
og bau geti baedi dgnad og vidhaldid rikjandi valdastodu innan skdlavettvangsins. Fer pad medal annars eftir
samhengi a hvad nemendur reyna ad hafa ahrif og hvernig peim tekst til.



Enska

The current national curriculum for upper secondary education in Iceland frames student influence more
explicitly than before. However, the current power structures within the upper secondary school, some of
which are strongly related to traditional subject hierarchies, only vaguely support student influence through
their pedagogic practice. In four separate articles, this study gives insight into students’ and teachers’
perspectives, reflecting the complexities of student influence in the school setting. Bernstein’s theory on
pedagogic codes informed the study.

Four individual data sets are used to explore student influence from different perspectives, using diverse
empirical methods. Those include interviews with students and teachers from a research project on upper
secondary school practices in nine schools in Iceland, ethnographic data from one school, and interviews with
returning-to-school students from one school.

The findings indicate that students do not view representative approaches as legitimate channels for influence.
Therefore, students experience inconsistent opportunities to participate in decision-making within their
schools. Variations in students’ opportunities to exercise influence within different academic programmes and
subjects reveal subject hierarchies within the upper secondary school system. The natural science subjects,
particularly mathematics, are on the pinnacle of the hierarchy. Strong framing in mathematics, particularly in
the natural science programme, was a gatekeeper to students’ further educational opportunities. The study
also suggests that student influence can challenge students’ learning, as it can result in some students losing
out on important knowledge. The thesis, therefore, reports on the complexities of student influence and how
it can both interrupt and reproduce power structures within the upper secondary school setting, depending on
the context, students’ targets, and outcomes.



Um doktorsefnid

Valgerdur S. Bjarnadéttir faeddist i Skagafirdi arid 1982. Hun lauk BA-proéfi i uppeldis- og menntunarfraedi vid
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haskéla dsamt rannsakendum vid Haskdlann & Akureyri og Haskdla islands. Foreldrar Valgerdar eru Bjarni
Maronsson og Jérunn Arnadéttir. Eiginmadur Valgerdar er Arnar Pér Jéhannesson stjérnmalafreedingur, born
beirra eru Rannveig Katrin og Jéhannes Arni.



