
INTERNATIONAL STUDIES 
IN EDUCATION



Undergraduate studies

›› International Studies in Education BA
(180 ECTS)

This is a comprehensive interdisciplinary undergraduate 
programme that focuses on education in the context of 
globalisation. Students take courses on the development of 
multicultural societies, sustainable development and education 
in a global context. The programme provides an exciting 
opportunity for students whose interests lie in education 
with an international scope. The program also offers learning 
opportunities for individuals who are interested in working 
with global international educational organizations as well 
as students looking to work with the increasingly diverse 
educational landscape in Iceland and elsewhere. 

The language of instruction is English in accordance with the 
aim of the programme to meet the needs of a diverse student 
body.

Graduate studies

›› International Studies in Education MA
(120 ECTS)

Students in the International Studies in Education programme 
explore education in a critical, theoretical and practical 
context. The programme explores such topics as sustainable 
development, comparative educational perspectives and critical 
pedagogy.

It provides an exciting option for students whose interests lie in 
education in a global and international context. Furtherrmore 
it responds to the interests of students who want to work in 
international schools in Iceland, in schools or other educational 
settings around the world. And opens door for students who 
are interested in meeting the needs of a growing group of 
immigrant children and plurilingual children in Iceland and 
elsewhere.

Department Chair: Brynja Halldórsdóttir (brynhall@hi.is)

In response to the development of multi-cultural society in Iceland and globalisation we offer an 
undergraduate and a graduate programme in international education studies. The programme 
provides an exciting opportunity for students whose interests lie in education with an international 
scope. Students can choose between two specialities in their studies; language teaching, or education 
in an international context.

A perfect program for those who are already in the field of education or intend to join the field



ZITHA NGULUBE

International Studies in Education

“This is a perfect programme for those 

who are already in the field of education 

or intend to join the field. ISEP enhances 

your academic skills and builds on your 

confidence in presenting your opinions 

and ideas. You reflect on your previous 

education experience in a way that 

you use it to improve and build on your 

present experience and knowledge. But, 

most importantly, it incorporates other 

field of study due to its wide selection of 

courses. I would simply say it gives you 

the tools you need to become a better 

professional in whichever field you are in 

or intend to pursue.”

JULIA KOZAKOVA

International Studies in Education

“The ISEP program taught me much more 

than I expected - it’s not only about what 

we are learning but how we are learning. 

The programme goes beyond teaching 

educational theories - it’s a lot about 

how we learn and think about the topics, 

critically and with an open mind. The 

programme entails many different topics 

so everyone can find something they are 

interested in and there is a lot of space 

for personal expression. What we learn 

about teaching and education is already 

directly applied in the ways the program 

and teaching is structured. Teachers, 

besides being professionals, are also very 

personal and encourage discussions in the 

classroom. I would highly recommend this 

programme and I am so happy I chose it.”

Facilities

The School of Education emphasises that service, facilities, and 
environment create a good atmosphere for study and work. We 
aim to have our services efficient, professional, positive, and 
friendly. 

The Student Affairs Office is often the first point of contact for 
students and provides information and help regarding studies 
and study progress.

Need help?

The Student Affairs Office is located in Stakkahlíð, on the first 
floor in the west end of the Enni building.
Tel: +354 525 5950
Email: menntavisindasvid@hi.is

Application deadline: 1 February

Please note: Nordic citizens may apply for graduate studies until 
15 April and for undergraduate studies until 5 June.

Student Life

Studying at a university involves more than attending lectures 
and completing assignments. The University of Iceland is 
conscious that social life is also an important part of university 
life. 

The Student Council (SHÍ) promotes and protects the interests of 
students at the University of Iceland. The council arranges large 
events for all students at the university, such as Oktoberfest, 
and an autumn and spring semester end-of-exams dance.

Please visit our website: english.hi.is



      UNIVERSITY OF ICELAND AT A GLANCE  

The University of Iceland has actively participated in the transformation of Icelandic society 
for over 100 years. The UI is the leading scientific institution in the country, conducting 
research in all academic fields and is ranked among the 250 best universities in the world, 
according to The World University Rankings. The University earns 1/3 of its income from 
competitive funds and non-governmental funding. 

University of Iceland is divided into five academic schools and 26 faculties. 
The School of Education consists of four faculties: 

Faculty of Education and Diversity 
Faculty of Education and Pedagogy 
Faculty of Health Promotion, Sports and Leisure Studies 
Faculty of Subject Teacher Education
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Stakkahíð 
105 Reykjavík

Tel: +354 525 5950
menntavisindasvid@hi.is

english.hi.is
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